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Abstract 
This paper examines the role of innovative pedagogies in promoting creativity and 
critical thinking in the teaching of Social Studies in secondary schools in Nigeria. In 
a rapidly changing and complex global environment, Social Studies education is 
expected to equip students with the skills necessary to analyze social issues, evaluate 
diverse perspectives, and make informed decisions. However, traditional teaching 
approaches that emphasize rote memorization often limit students’ ability to develop 
these essential skills. The paper therefore highlights the need for modern, student-
centered teaching strategies that enhance active learning and intellectual 
engagement. It discusses several innovative pedagogical approaches such as inquiry-
based learning, project-based learning, multimodal learning, service learning, 
technology integration, gamification, collaborative learning, and flipped classroom 
strategies. These approaches encourage learners to participate actively in the 
learning process, connect classroom knowledge with real-life experiences, and 
develop essential 21st-century skills such as problem-solving, creativity, 
collaboration, and critical thinking. The paper also examines the benefits of 
innovative pedagogies, including improved student engagement, enhanced learning 
outcomes, personalized learning experiences, and the integration of technology in 
teaching. In addition, challenges such as limited access to technology, inadequate 
teacher training, technical difficulties, and issues related to assessment and 
evaluation are discussed. The study concludes that adopting innovative pedagogical 
practices can significantly transform Social Studies teaching and learning by creating 
interactive and meaningful learning environments. It recommends that educators, 
curriculum planners, and educational stakeholders promote the use of innovative 
teaching strategies in order to foster creativity, critical thinking, and active 
citizenship among secondary school students in Nigeria. 
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Introduction 
 As educators, we recognize the importance of equipping the students with the 
skills to navigate complex social issues, think critically, and approach problems with 
creativity. In today’s rapidly changing world, social studies education plays a vital 
role in shaping informed, engaged, and active citizens. This paper is aimed to 
exploring innovative pedagogies that foster creativity and critical thinking in social 
studies education. Traditional teaching methods for social studies often focus on rote 
memorization of facts. However, this approach falls short in preparing students for 
the complexities of the 21st century. Innovative pedagogies offer a promising solution 
to create engaging, students-centered learning environments that promote deeper 
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understanding, critical thinking and creativity. This paper therefore, is intended to 
showcase cutting-edge approaches to teaching social studies, including: 
Inquiry-based learning encourages students to ask questions, investigate problems, 
and discover knowledge by themselves instead of only receiving information from the 
teacher. 
Project-based learning allows students to gain knowledge and skills by working on 
projects over a period of time, where they research, collaborate, and present solutions 
to real-life problems. 
Multimodal learning involves the use of different modes of teaching such as visual, 
audio, text, and practical activities to help students understand concepts in different 
ways. 
Service learning combines classroom learning with community service, allowing 
students to apply what they learn in school to solve real problems in their 
communities. 
Technology integration involves the use of digital tools such as computers, the 
internet, multimedia, and educational applications to enhance teaching, improve 
student engagement, and support interactive learning. 
These approaches are considered modern teaching strategies because they promote 
active participation, creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking among 

Definition of Concepts 

Innovative pedagogies 
These are pedagogies that leverage on cutting-edge methods and technologies. There 
are strategies that create engaging, interactive and inclusive learning environments 
that empower students to think creatively, analyzed complex issues, and help them 
develop informed perspective (Grocia & Miller, 2016). By embracing innovation and 
creativity in their teaching practices, educators aim to cultivate students’ abilities to 
think outside the box and generate novel solutions, develop students’ critical thinking 
skills through inquiry-based learning analysis and evaluation and encourage students 
to question assumptions, challenge perspectives, and explore complex issues.  
Furthermore, innovative pedagogies help to foster a growth mindset and a love of life-
long learning in students through their innovative approaches. These pedagogies seek 
to prepare students for success in an ever increasingly complex, interconnected, and 
rapidly changing world. An innovative pedagogist is an educator who  
Develops and implement new teaching methods 
Foster creativity and critical thinking: Innovative pedagogists encourage students to 
think critically solve problem and explore complex issues in a creative and 
collaborative manner. 
Adapts to changing educational landscapes: They stay up-to-date with the latest 
research trends and technologies in education and adapt their teaching practices 
actives accordingly. 
Prioritizes student-centered learning: Innovative pedagogists focus on students’ 
needs, interests, and abilities and design learning experiences that cater to diverse 
learners. 
Encourages active learning and participation: They create interactive and immersive 
learning environments that promote students’ engagement, motivation and agency. 

 
Benefits of Innovative pedagogies  

The following are benefits of innovative pedagogies: 
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Increased students’ engagement: Innovative teaching approaches capture students’ 
interest and enthusiasm, leading to higher level of engagement and active participation 
in learning activities. 
Enhanced learning outcomes: By promoting active learning, critical thinking and 
problem solving, innovative teaching method contribute to improved academic 
performance and deeper understanding of content. 
Development of 21st century skills: It helps students to acquire essential skills such 
as collaboration, creativity and adaptability, preparing them for success in the modern 
workforce. 
Personalized learning experiences: Through personalized instructions and flexible 
learning pathways, innovative teaching methods cater for the individual’s needs and 
learning styles of students, promoting greater autonomy and ownership of learning. 
Integration of Technology: Many innovative teaching approaches leverage 
technology to enhance instruction, facilitate interactive learning experiences, and 
provide access to educational resources and tools leading to promotion of lifelong 
learning by fostering curiosity, creativity and a growth mindset. Innovative teaching 
approaches instill a love of learning and empower students to become lifelong learners 
and critical thinkers. 
Examples of Innovative Pedagogies in Social studies 
Implementing innovative pedagogies in Social Studies can enhance students’ 
engagement, critical thinking and understanding of complex concept. Here are some 
innovative pedagogical strategies to adopt in teaching Social Studies: 
Project – based learning: students work on real–world projects that require research, 
critical thinking and problem-solved skills. Engage students with practical projects 
and allow them discover certain ideas to themselves. PBL involves students working 
a real-world project that required research, critical thinking, and problem-solving 
skills. For example, students might create a documentary about a historical event on 
a plan to address a social issue.  
Benefits:  Develops critical thinking problem-solving and collaboration skills 
(Thomas, 2000). Examples students create a multimedia presentation about the impact 
of colonialism on indigenous cultures. 
Technology integration: This approach utilizes digital tools, simulations and 
multimedia resources to enhanced learning and engagement. The use of Virtual 
Reality (VR) is a practical example of technology that can be engaging in teaching 
and learning. Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) are technologies that 
can be used to create immersive learning experiences that transport students to 
different times and places for e.g students might use VR to explore ancient historical 
events.  
Benefits: Enhances students’ engagement and understanding (Lee, 2012).  
Example: Student can use VR to explore the Great pyramid of Giza, mountains, caves 
and learn about their history and significance. 
Service learning: Connect academic learning to real-world issues and community 
service project. The use of service-based learning which emphasizes a practical 
experience of the learners in rendering services is helpful. For examples, students 
might participate in a food drive or volunteer at a local museum or community support 
program.  
Benefits: Develops critical thinking, empathy, and civic engagement (Madu, 2007).  
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Examples: Students participate in a project to create a community garden and learn 
about food security and sustainability. 
Gamification: This emphasizes the incorporation of gamed-design elements to make 
teaching and learning more engaging and interactive. It involves incorporating game 
design elements into learning activities to increase engagement and motivation. For 
example, students might participate in a simulation game about historical events or 
complete challenges to demonstrate their knowledge.  
Benefits:  Increases students’ engagement and motivation.  
Example: student play a game where they take on the role of historical fighting and 
make decision that impact the outcome of an historical event. 
Flipped class rooms: students learn foundational content at home and work on 
activities and projects in class. 
Collaborative learning: Teach by encouraging students to work in groups to develop 
critical thinking, communication and problem-solving skills. 
Real-world application: Teaching the subject by connecting social studies and its 
applications to real world issues.  By implementing these innovational pedagogies, 
Social studies educators can create a more engaging, effective, and relevant learning 
environment for social studies students. 
Challenges of innovative pedagogies 
According to Jenkins (2009), the following are some of the challenges of innovative 
pedagogies: 
Technical issues: Technical problems such as connectivity failures can disrupt the 
learning experiences and waste valuable class time. 
Teacher training: Teacher may require training and support to effectively integrate 
technology resources into their teaching practices. 
Access and equity: Not all student may have equal access to technology or 
multimedia resources outside of the classroom, creating a potential equity issue. 
Information overload: The abundance of technology-based resources available can 
be overwhelming for teachers and students, making it difficult to select high quality 
resources. 
Assessment and Evaluation: Assessing student learning and evaluating the 
effectiveness of innovative pedagogies can be complex and time consuming. 
Limitations of innovative pedagogies 
Lack of teacher training many teachers are not adequately trained to use modern 
teaching methods such as inquiry-based learning, project-based learning, or digital 
learning tools. This makes it difficult for them to apply innovative strategies 
effectively. 
Insufficient resources and facilities such as computers, internet access, projectors, and 
learning aids. Many schools lack these resources, which limits their implementation. 
Large class sizes in secondary schools, classes are overcrowded. This makes it 
difficult for teachers to organize group activities, discussions, and other learner-
centered methods. 
Time constraints teaching methods usually require more time for discussions, 
projects, and student participation. However, teachers often have limited time to cover 
the curriculum. 
Rigid curriculum and examination system often focuses more on passing 
examinations rather than developing creativity and critical thinking. This discourages 
teachers from experimenting with innovative teaching methods. 
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Resistance to change in teachers and school administrators prefer traditional lecture 
methods and may resist adopting new teaching approaches. 
Limited technological skills in teachers and students lack the necessary digital skills 
needed to use technology-based teaching methods effectively. 
Suggestions 
Transforming social studies education for the future by adopting innovative 
pedagogical approaches in teaching. 
Teaching social studies in way to fostering critical thinking and creativity in the 
classroom. 
Empowering students through innovative pedagogies the teaching of social studies. 
 
Conclusion 
 Innovative pedagogies offer a powerful approach to promoting creativity and 
critical thinking in social studies education. By embracing the use of these novel 
techniques, Social Studies educators can create engaging effective, and relevant 
learning environments that prepare students for successes and lifelong activities in the 
21st century. 
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