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Abstract 
Digital learning innovation has emerged as a catalyst for language, peace, and conflict management 

in the field of teacher education in Nigeria. This paper examines the potential of digital learning 

innovation in transforming teacher education and its impact on language development, peace, and 

conflict management in Nigeria. This paper, also, aims to explore the significant impact of digital 

learning innovation in Nigeria and how digital learning initiatives have reshaped the landscape of 

teacher education, language development, and conflict resolution in the Nigerian context. Also, it 

examines the transformative impact of digital learning in fostering a culture of peace and equipping 

learners with the necessary skills to address conflicts effectively. The paper also, discusses that through 

the integration of technology, digital learning provides a platform for educators to develop 

peacebuilding initiatives and create inclusive learning environments. The paper, also, highlights the 

importance of digital learning innovation as a catalyst for language development, peace promotion, 

and conflict management in Nigeria, specifically through teacher education. This paper explores how 

digital learning innovation serves as a catalyst for language development, peacebuilding, and conflict 

management through teacher education in Nigeria. By examining the formal use of digital learning 

techniques, we can uncover the transformative power it holds in addressing linguistic barriers and 

promoting harmony within Nigeria's diverse society. 
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Introduction 
In today's digital age, innovation in learning has become a catalyst for language, peace, and 
conflict management, particularly in the context of teacher education in Nigeria. The 
integration of digital tools and technologies in the educational system has revolutionized the 
way knowledge is imparted and acquired, leading to enhanced language skills, improved 
understanding of conflict resolution, and the promotion of peacebuilding efforts in 
communities. Imagine a world where every teacher in Nigeria is equipped with the necessary 
tools and resources to effectively educate students in multiple languages, foster a culture of 
peace, and actively manage conflicts. This is not a utopian dream but a reality that can be 
achieved through digital learning innovation. Nigeria, as one of the most linguistically diverse 
and conflict-prone countries in Africa, can greatly benefit from leveraging technology in 
teacher education. By delving into the following sections, we will uncover how digital learning 
innovation can pave the way for a brighter future in Nigeria. Digital learning innovation has 
the potential to be a catalyst for language, peace, and conflict management through teacher 
education in Nigeria. According to UNESCO, digital innovation has demonstrated powers to 
complement, enrich, and transform education, and has the potential to speed up progress 
towards Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) for education and transform modes of 
provision of universal access to learning . In a study conducted by Agnihotri (2017), it was 
found that language is fundamental to strategies for keeping, making, and building peace. 
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Therefore, digital learning innovation can be used as a tool to promote language learning and 
understanding among students from different backgrounds.  
The Nigerian education system has long been grappling with challenges such as language 

barriers and conflict management. With over 500 ethnic groups and more than 500 languages 

spoken across the country, educators face the daunting task of catering to the linguistic needs 

of a diverse student body. Additionally, Nigeria has experienced numerous conflicts, ranging 

from tribal and religious tensions to violent extremism. These challenges necessitate a 

paradigm shift in teacher education, which can be effectively addressed through digital learning 

innovation. 

 
Digital learning innovation: An overview  
Digital learning innovation refers to the development and integration of new technologies and 
strategies into the field of education, with the goal of enhancing and improving the learning 
experience. This can include the use of interactive online resources, data analytics, virtual 
reality, artificial intelligence, gamification, and more. The aim is to leverage technology to 
create more engaging, personalized, and effective learning opportunities for students. (Johnson 
2017).  Digital learning innovation according to Usman and Udedi (2018).  refers to: 

 the development and implementation of new and creative 
 approaches to teaching and learning using digital technologies. 
 It involves leveraging technology to enhance the educational 
 experience, improve accessibility, and increase engagement and  
collaboration among learners.  

The position of Usman and Udedi (2018) agrees with the view of Maduabuchi (2019) and 
Johnson 2017) that Digital learning innovation encompasses a wide range of strategies and 
tools, including online courses, virtual classrooms, interactive multimedia resources, 
gamification, mobile learning, adaptive learning platforms, artificial intelligence, and data 
analytics. These innovations aim to transform traditional teaching methods by creating 
dynamic, personalized, and immersive learning environments. The goal of digital learning 
innovation is to address the diverse needs and preferences of learners, promote active and 
meaningful participation, and foster critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. It also 
enables flexible and lifelong learning opportunities, allowing individuals to access education 
at their own pace and convenience. Overall, digital learning innovation revolutionizes the way 
knowledge is acquired, shared, and applied, providing learners with engaging and effective 
educational experiences in the digital age 

Digital learning innovation has revolutionized the education sector worldwide, offering 
new opportunities for effective teaching and learning. In the context of Nigeria, a country 
characterized by linguistic diversity and occasional conflicts among ethnic groups, digital 
learning holds immense potential for enhancing language skills and fostering peace and conflict 
management In today's rapidly evolving digital age, the realm of education has witnessed a 
profound transformation. The advent of digital learning innovations has opened up new 
horizons, offering unprecedented opportunities for leveraging technology to enhance language 
acquisition, promote peace, and facilitate conflict management. This is particularly crucial in 
Nigeria, a country known for its linguistic diversity and occasional inter-ethnic tensions. By 
harnessing the power of digital learning, teacher education in Nigeria can become a catalyst 
for fostering language proficiency, nurturing peaceful coexistence, and equipping educators 
with the necessary tools to manage conflicts effectively. 

Nigeria, with over 250 distinct ethnic groups and more than 500 languages as 
mentioned earlier, represents a rich tapestry of multilingualism. However, this linguistic 
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diversity can also be a source of tension and conflict if not managed properly. Language 
barriers can hinder effective communication and contribute to misunderstandings and mistrust 
among different communities. Hence, it becomes imperative to explore innovative approaches 
that leverage digital learning to bridge these gaps, promote language skills, and foster 
understanding among diverse linguistic groups in Nigeria. Digital learning innovations offer a 
plethora of tools and resources that can revolutionize teacher education in Nigeria. Online 
platforms, educational apps, virtual classrooms, and multimedia resources can enhance 
language teaching and learning processes, allowing educators to reach a wider audience and 
engage students in interactive and immersive language experiences.  
 
Significance of digital learning innovation to teacher education 
By incorporating technology into teacher training programs, educators can acquire the skills 
and knowledge required to utilize digital tools effectively, ensuring that students receive a high-
quality education that promotes linguistic competence and intercultural understanding. 
Moreover, digital learning can serve as a powerful instrument for promoting peace and conflict 
management in Nigeria. By integrating peace education into the curriculum and utilizing digital 
platforms, teachers can instill values of tolerance, empathy, and respect for diversity. Digital 
learning can facilitate dialogue between students from different linguistic backgrounds, 
encouraging them to appreciate each other's cultures, traditions, and worldviews. Through 
virtual collaborations and joint projects, students can develop cross-cultural communication 
skills, empathy, and conflict resolution abilities, fostering a peaceful and harmonious 
coexistence in Nigerian society. Digital learning innovation has the potential to act as a catalyst 
for language development, peace promotion, and conflict management through teacher 
education in Nigeria. By embracing technology and incorporating it into teacher training 
programs, educators can equip themselves with the necessary tools to enhance language 
proficiency, bridge linguistic divides, and foster intercultural understanding. Additionally, 
digital platforms can provide avenues for promoting peace education, enabling students to 
develop the skills needed to navigate conflicts peacefully. 
 
Benefits of digital learning in teacher education 
Digital platforms, such as online learning modules, virtual classrooms, and interactive 
educational resources, in enhancing language teaching methodologies, promoting cross-
cultural understanding, and fostering conflict resolution skills among teachers are significant 
to address the language-related challenges, promote peace, and enhance conflict resolution 
skills among teachers in Nigeria, contribute to the development of sustainable and inclusive 
educational practices that foster linguistic diversity, cultural understanding, and peaceful 
coexistence in a multicultural society like Nigeria. 
The potential benefits of digital learning innovation in teacher education are vast. By providing 
educators with the necessary tools and resources, it is possible to overcome linguistic barriers, 
promote language proficiency, and pave the way for a more inclusive and diversified 
educational experience. Additionally, Badejo and Adegbile (2019) posit that the integration of 
conflict management and peacebuilding strategies equips teachers with essential skills to 
effectively address conflicts and contribute to the sustainable peace and development of 
Nigeria. In Olatundun and Adeoti (2020), Digital learning provides teachers with a plethora of 
resources and tools to engage students in language learning. Educational platforms, interactive 
software, and online language courses offer unique opportunities for teachers to enhance their 
own language proficiency and consequently facilitate effective language learning among 
students. Moreover, the integration of multimedia resources, such as videos and audio 
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recordings, enables language educators to create immersive and interactive learning 
experiences, further boosting students' language acquisition skills. 

Furthermore, Banks (2020) agrees that digital learning platforms can equip teachers 
with essential knowledge and strategies for conflict management and peace building. Through 
specialized modules and courses, educators can gain a deeper understanding of conflict 
dynamics and develop skills to mediate and resolve conflicts in educational settings. This 
knowledge empowers teachers to foster a peaceful and inclusive classroom environment, where 
students learn to respect diversity, appreciate different perspectives, and cultivate dialogue 
instead of resorting to violence. 
 
Digital learning innovation as a catalyst for peace and conflict management in Nigeria. 
Digital learning innovation can indeed act as a catalyst for peace and conflict management 
through teacher education in Nigeria (Folarin and Adu 2019). Thus, 
1.  Access to Quality Education: Digital learning provides teachers with access to high-

quality educational resources, including online courses, webinars, and virtual 
classrooms. By enhancing their knowledge and teaching skills, teachers can provide 
quality education to their students, promoting understanding, empathy, and tolerance. 

2.  Multicultural Awareness: Through digital learning, teachers can connect with 
educators and students from diverse backgrounds within Nigeria and across the globe. 
This exposure helps them develop multicultural awareness and understanding, which 
can be instrumental in promoting peace and resolving conflicts within their classrooms 
and communities. 

3.  Collaborative Learning: Digital platforms enable teachers to collaborate with their 
peers, sharing best practices, innovative teaching methods, and conflict resolution 
strategies. By engaging in collaborative learning, teachers can enhance their skills in 
addressing conflicts effectively and creating peaceful learning environments. (Islam 
2020). 

4.  Engaging Teaching Methods: Digital tools and technologies provide teachers with a 
wide range of engaging teaching methods, such as interactive videos, simulations, and 
gamified learning. These methods can help foster critical thinking, problem-solving, 
and empathy among students, reducing the likelihood of conflicts and promoting 
peaceful interactions. (Islam 2020). 

5.  Addressing Sensitive Topics: Digital learning can assist teachers in addressing 
sensitive topics such as religion, ethnicity, and diversity in a safe and neutral 
environment. By utilizing online resources and interactive platforms, teachers can 
facilitate open and respectful discussions, promoting understanding, tolerance, and 
conflict resolution. 

6.  Continuous Professional Development: Digital learning allows teachers to engage in 
continuous professional development, staying updated with the latest research, 
pedagogical approaches, and conflict resolution techniques. This ongoing learning 
helps them become more effective educators and peace advocates within their 
communities. 
Overall, by leveraging digital learning innovations, teacher education in Nigeria can 

play a vital role in promoting peace, fostering conflict resolution skills, and creating a 
harmonious learning environment for students. 
Examples of digital learning innovation. 
1. Digital readers and tablets: Digital readers and tablets are becoming increasingly 

popular in classrooms around the world. They provide students with access to a wide 

https://www.classcraft.com/blog/examples-of-educational-technology/
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range of books and other educational materials, which can be updated and customized to 
meet their individual needs . 

2. 3D printing: 3D printing is a technology that allows students to create physical objects 
from digital designs. This technology has the potential to revolutionize the way students 
learn about engineering, design, and other subjects . ( Egbule and Oko2018). 

3. Virtual reality: Virtual reality is an immersive technology that can be used to create 
realistic simulations of real-world environments. This technology has the potential to 
transform the way students learn about history, science, and other subjects . 

4. Gamification: Gamification is the use of game design elements in non-game contexts, 
such as education. It can be used to make learning more engaging and fun for students . 

5. Cloud technology: Cloud technology allows students and teachers to access educational 
resources from anywhere with an internet connection. This technology has the potential 
to make education more accessible and equitable . 

6. Artificial intelligence: Artificial intelligence can be used to personalize learning 
experiences for individual students based on their strengths, weaknesses, and learning 
styles . 

7. Mobile technology: Mobile technology such as smartphones and tablets can be used to 
deliver educational content to students anytime, anywhere . 

       

Strategies for learning a new language through digital innovations 

1. Set goals: Setting achievable goals is a great way to stay motivated and track 

progress. For example, you can set a goal to learn ten  new words every day or to have a 

thirty minute conversation with a native speaker once a week . 

2. Immerse yourself: Immersing yourself in the language is one of the most effective ways 

to learn. This can be done by watching TV shows, movies, and videos in the target 

language, listening to music, reading books, and speaking with native speakers . 

3. Use language learning apps: Language learning apps such as Duolingo, Babbel, and 

Rosetta Stone are popular digital tools that can be used to learn a new language. These 

apps provide interactive lessons, quizzes, and games that make learning fun and 

engaging . 

4. Take an online course: Online language courses are another way to learn a new 

language. These courses are often self-paced and can be accessed from anywhere with 

an internet connection. They provide students with access to a wide range of resources 

such as videos, audio recordings, and interactive exercises . 

5. Find a conversation partner: Finding a conversation partner who speaks the target 

language is a great way to practice speaking and listening skills. This can be done through 

language exchange programs or by connecting with native speakers online. 

6. Practice regularly: Regular practice is essential for learning a new language. It is 

important to practice reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills every day 12. 

Use flashcards: Flashcards are a great way to memorize vocabulary words and phrases. You 
can create your own flashcards or use digital flashcard apps such as Anki or Quizlet  
 
Conclusion  
The paper has discussed the roles of digital learning, noting that through the integration of 
technology, digital learning provides a platform for educators to develop peace building 
initiatives and create inclusive learning environments. Also, the paper has highlighted the 
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importance of digital learning innovation as a catalyst for language development, peace 
promotion, and conflict management in Nigeria, specifically through teacher education. Thus, 
from the study, Digital learning innovation has proven to be a catalyst for language, peace, and 
conflict management in teacher education in Nigeria. By leveraging on technology, educators 
can overcome language barriers, enhance language skills, and promote conflict resolution 
strategies that lead to a more peaceful and inclusive society. The realization of this potential 
requires a strong commitment from all stakeholders to embrace, invest, and integrate digital 
learning innovations into the Nigerian educational system. Embracing the power of digital 
learning, Nigeria can forge a path towards a brighter future for all its citizens. Thus, digital 
learning innovation has revolutionized education worldwide, playing a significant role in 
enhancing language acquisition, fostering peace, and managing conflicts among educators and 
students.  
Recommendations 
i. It is imperative for the Nigerian government, educational institutions, and stakeholders 

to realize the immense potential of digital learning innovation and invest in its 
implementation in teacher education.  

ii. Adequate funding, infrastructure development, and capacity-building programs need to 
be put in place to ensure that educators are equipped with the necessary skills and 
resources.  

By taking proactive steps to integrate technology in teacher education, Nigeria can spearhead 
a transformative change in its educational landscape, leading to improved language skills, 
enhanced conflict management, and a more peaceful society. 
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